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was court-martialled, he did not rest until he had been appointed
to a new expedition for the South Seas to rescue his old friend.
This was successfully accomplished after Selkirk had remained
alone for years on his lonely island.

It was not before a long time had passed that any other
English seaman sailed in the track of the old buccaneer and
completed his explorations of the Australian coast. But the
legend of the Great South Land still lingered in the imagina-
tion of English geographers, and in 1768 the Royal Society,
which then, as now, included the most learned men of science
in the nation, decided to make one more attempt to solve the
mystery of the South Seas.

Primarily an expedition was equipped to make an astro-
nomical observation from Tahiti, an island in the archipelago
of the Society Islands, right in the centre of the Pacific, 1,000
miles north-east of New Zealand and 3,400 miles south-
west of San Francisco; but Lieutenant James Cook, who
was put in command of the expedition, was instructed to pro-
ceed, after the observation had been taken, on a southerly
course across the Pacific, and to keep a sharp look-out for the
long-sought continent called by the old map-makers Terra
Australis.

The seaman commanding this voyage of exploration, after-
wards famous to all the world as the great Captain Cook, was
a determined, hard-headed, gallant-hearted man who had carved
his way to distinction through many difficulties and disadvan-
tages. The son of an agricultural labourer, he had been
apprenticed as a small boy to the proprietor of a small * all
sorts shop ' at the Yorkshire fishing village of Staithes. His
duties consisted in putting up and taking down the shutters,
running errands for his master, sweeping out the shop, and
killing the cockroaches which' grew fat on the sugar and
^groceries of Mr. Sanderson's little store. At night he slept in
al>unk under the counter. It was not a very enjoyable life for
the small drudge, and he had few opportunities for self -educa-
tion. But 'he had one source of infinite pleasure and amuse-